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Guo Shuzhen

Professor Guo is a well-known soprano, music educator in China and she is the expert enjoying the special
government allowances issued by the State Council.

Graduated from Central Conservatory of Musicin 1952 and funded by the government, Professor Guo continued
her study at Moscow Tchaikovsky Conservatory of Music (the Soviet at that time) during 1953 and January 1959, under
the tutelage of E-Karynbckast, People's Artist. Professor Guo owned the honor of Outstanding Graduate and her name
was engraved on the marble billboard list of the Academy. She has long served as director of the Vocal and Opera Music
Department of Central Conservatory of Music, and currently as director, professor, supervisor for postgraduate, and
member of Academic Committee and Academic Degree Committee of the Opera Center of Central Conservatory of
Music. In 2004, she advocated and established the Opera Center of Central Conservatory of Music.

In 1963, Professor Guo received a wide praise with the Premiere “Eugene Onegin” at the Central Opera
House in Beijing. Then in the 70s, she worked in the Central Music Ensemble. She has hosted solo concerts in Mos-
cow, St. Petersburg, Rivov (Ukraine), Tianjin, Beijing, Shanghai, Hankou, Xi'an, Hongkong, Macao and so on. As a
soloist along with the National Art delegation, she has visited Vienna, Switzerland, Canada, Columbia, Venezuela,
Cuba, Korea, the United States, West Germany and other countries as well as cities like Hong Kong and Macao.

She has received many honors and awards: the first prize and gold medal in the International Vocal Compe-
tition in 1957; the first National Gold Record Award in 1989; National Excellent Teacher Award issued by Baosteel
Education Fund in 1996; the first prize of National Outstanding Teaching Achievements issued by the Ministry of
Education in 1997; National Model Teachers in 2005; Lifetime Achievement Award of the Gold Bell Award issued by
the Chinese Music Association in 2007, and one of the Top Ten Talents among the 100 National Education Talents;
the honor of National Higher Education Teacher in 2009.
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Lynn Harrell

vmy

Lynn Harrell returns this season to Carnegie Hall with James Levine and the Metropolitan Opera
Orchestra, with surrounding recitals and concerts in Australia, Nova Scotia, and China. The sum-
mer months have his return to the festivals of Aspen, Ventura, La Jolla, and with the Eastern Music
Orchestra, amongst others.

Other recent engagements include concerts with the Teatro di San Carlo Orchestra, a European
tour with Riccardo Chailly and the Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra, an Asian tour with concerts in
Singapore and Taipei, and “at home” concerts in Los Angeles with the Philharmonic and Frubeck de
Burgos, the Boston Symphony with Christoph Eschenbach for the world premiere of Augusta Read
Thomas’ Cello Concerto No. 3 “Legend of the Phoenix,” and concerts in New York, Detroit, Edmon-
ton, and the Tanglewood Festival.

A frequent guest of the world’s greatest orchestras, he appears often with conductors such as James
Levine, Sir Neville Marriner, Kurt Masur, Zubin Mehta , Sir Simon Rattle, Leonard Slatkin, Yuri
Temirkanov and Michael Tilson Thomas.

Renown in recital and chamber music around the world, Lynn has collaborated with Anne-Sophie
Mutter, Yuri Bashmet, Andre Previn, and recorded with Vladimir Ashkenazy, Itzhak Perlman, Pin-
chas Zukerman and Nigel Kennedy. His critically acclaimed extensive discography of over 30 releas-
es ranges from Bach to Walton, with several Grammy Award winners and world premieres amongst
them.

Mr. Harrell is founder, director and Artist Ambassador (along with his wife, violinist Helen Night-
engale) of the HEARTbeats Foundation, a Los Angeles based charity to reach out to children in need
harnessing the power of music to enable them to better cope with, and recover from, the extreme
challenges of poverty and conflict. Mr. Harrell serves as a board officer and Artist Ambassador and

works directly with children in need.
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Doctor Joseph Koo Kar-Fai (MBE, GBS, BBS) is one of the most respected composers in Hong
Kong. As a founder of Cantonese Pop Music, Dr Koo, in collaboration with lyricist Wong Jim, has
written many memorable TV series theme songs that are popular among the Chinese commu-
nities worldwide. Hailed as ‘Godfather of Cantopop, he nurtured Hong Kong Pop stars such as
Adam Cheng, Liza Wang and Frances Yip.

Born in Guangzhou, China, Dr Koo loved painting since childhood. Inspired by his elder sister for
music, he learnt piano after migrating to Hong Kong in 1948, and became a pianist. Dr Koo was
the first Chinese student to attend the Berklee College of Music in Boston for music theory studies
in the early 1960s. In 1968 Joseph joined the Television Broadcast Limited (T'VB) after returning

to Hong Kong. He was the music director of the long running variety show Enjoy Yourself Tonight.

Dr Koo was highly recognized by the Hong Kong government for his contributions to the local
music industry. He was awarded the Member of the Order of the British Empire in 1982 and the
Bronze Bauhinia Star in 1998. In 2011, Dr Koo was conferred the Life Achievement Award by the
Arts Development Council for his ‘extraordinary and remarkable achievements and contributions

to local music development. He shifted to painting from the music industry since the 90s and

retired in 2015. He was awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star on July 1 the same year.
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Gu Guan Ren

National Class One Composer

Successive artistic director and leader of Shanghai Nationalities Orchestra
Vice Chairman of Chinese Musician Association

Vice Chairman of National Music Committee

Honour Chairman of China Nationalities Orchestra Society

He is a highly esteemed composer in the Chinese music circle. A National Class One Composer
with decades of compositional efforts behind him, Gu has an admirable oeuvre of great diver-
sity, and many have won the hearts of listeners in China and beyond. He was awarded the

government special allowance by the China's State Council.

He has composed many great pieces such as pipa concerto "Hua Mulan", "Wang Zhaojun", en-

non

semble "Spring Suite", " Loose;Bamboo;Plum" etc which had got many awards.

From 2005, he has been invited by different orchestra such as Singapore Chinese Orchestra,
Taipei Chinese Orchestra, Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra to held the “ Gu Guanren” mas-

terpieces concert” around the world.
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